
Establishing a Vineyard on the 
Saanich Peninsula

The environment, people and 
politics (and perhaps a little 

viticulture)



Picking a location

• Land contours (terrain obstructions)
• Soil composition
• Water access
• Zoning (ALR and ‘Farm Practices 

Protection (Right to Farm) Act [RSBC 
1996] Chapter 131’)

• Neighbours
• Government Regulations



Picking Varietals and Rootstock

• Match the varietals to the location (heat 
units, length of daylight, night 
temperatures, etc…)

• Match the rootstock to the location (soil 
samples, moisture data, etc…)

• Find a reputable supplier (ensure certified 
clean stock, plant replacement policy, etc…)



Land Preparation

• Land clearing (Yes, you are going to upset 
people!)

• The ‘Environmental Farm Plan’
• Beyond the Environmental Farm Plan 

(Land Surveyors, Botanists, Biologists, 
Geomorphologists, Environmental Applied 
Biologists, Soil Engineers, Agrologists, 
Irrigation Specialists and Lawyers) 



Make sure of your infrastructure

• Vineyard layout (Orientation)
• Irrigation layout (Primary and Secondary)
• Vineyard access (keep weather in mind)
• Fencing (deer and rabbits)
• Erosion control (slope, ground cover)
• Environmental control (frost, disease)



Planting

• Ready, set – go and go fast!
• Make sure you are prepared to receive vines 

(cool, moist area)
• Have vineyard holes ready to go
• Be mentally and emotionally prepared for 

really hard work
• Have back-up helpers
• Make sure your irrigation is working



Maintaining the Vineyard

• Weed control (water competition)

• Disease control (plant health and fruit quality)
• Pest control (from microscopic to mammals)

• Soil compaction control (root damage, erosion)
• Repair and maintenance (irrigation, trellising, 

fencing)

• Pruning (figure it out ahead of time)
• Doing it over and over and over and….



Innovation

• Don’t be afraid to experiment and do your 
own thing



Contact

Mark Pitcher, President
Oregon Creek (Canada) Corporation

334 Walton Place
Saanich, BC  V9E 2A4
Phone (250) 658-0934
Fax (250) 658-0954

Oregon Creek (Canada) Corporation is the parent company of:
Babe’s Honey Farm Inc. � Bear Hill Winery Corporation 
Islands Vineyards Corporation � Taste Publications Inc.

and the Vancouver Island Wine Academy Inc.


