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Graph of the cumulative heat units (growing degree days; GDD) for the past 5 years at the Victoria airport weather station (CYYJ, above 10 C).  Parts of Saanich Peninsula and Cowichan are probably substantially warmer, and along the east coast of the peninsula, including Sidney, could be cooler.  At the airport, the average of recent years is about 1000 GDD.  There are a variety of ways of doing such GDD calculations but the year-to-year comparison should not vary much with the different approaches.  Year 2004 was exceptionally hot.  We have similar degree days as the more northerly grape growing areas of France and Germany but we are a lot drier in the summer and have more hours of sun (less cloud).  Our temperature variations also are probably less, day to night and day to day, which should result in more flavor according, for example, to the Australian graduate thesis: http://www.usyd.edu.au/su/agric/acpa/people/james/PV_Thesis.html. For other methods of estimating ripening potential in different areas, see: http://www.littlefatwino.com/psindex.html
